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Musikili Primary School offers a unique education
experience for Grade RRR -Grade 7, including
weekly and termly boarding from Grade 1 on our
Mazabuka campus.  In addition we cater for
Grade 1-2 learners at our Lusaka satellite school. 
As you enter through an avenue of trees, the
sounds of birds will be replaced by the laughter of
children. Surrounded by sugar cane fields, in a
unique country setting, Musikili Primary School is
an ideal environment to grow ‘free range’
children. We are a family school and our small
community allows for a nurturing and stimulating
learning environment.

About Musikili Primary School
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Our 7 Core Values
Respect Integrity Friendship  Courage

Passion Responsibility Honesty



At Musikili we strive to deliver an internationally
recognized curriculum in an engaging and enriching
environment, while never forgetting the importance
of family values. Our boys and girls will appreciate and
understand the essence of our 7 core values and the
traditions associated with our school, while embracing
innovation and opportunity, marked by personal
excellence.   Our vision is to create an exceptional
place of learning built on a strong sense of community
and a unique ethos.  We focus on developing our
children into future leaders by offering a holistic
education.   Values are an integral part of our teaching,
as it is important that our children use their skills and
talents to uplift others. These ‘soft skills’ form the
foundation of our teaching and will inspire our
children to contribute meaningfully to society..

Mission & Vision of Musikili
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Meet The Teachers & Staff for Early Years

Mrs Belinda Bray
EARLY YEARS TEACHER

Mrs Polly & Mrs Betty

Mr Richard Jackson
HEADMASTER

Mrs Sam Hein
HEAD OF JUNIOR PHASE

Mr Gareth Weinrich
HEAD OF SPORT
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Mr Stanley Musowe
MUSIC TEACHER

Mrs Chileshe Bowa
Zambian Studies RE & IT

Mrs Barbara Lechner
ART & FRENCH
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The Early Years class, caters for children 
turning 3 by the first day of Term 2, once 
they are toilet  trained, (bearing in mind all 
young children have toilet accidents) to children turning 5 or 6 in their
Grade R year.
The class is taught as a family group by Mrs Belinda Bray, a Pre-school
specialist, with many years of experience. She is assisted by Mrs Polly
and Mrs Betty.
Early Years children may attend 3 or 5 days a week. Grade R children
must attend 5 days a week. The Early Years classroom is a standalone
facility within a fenced garden with an exciting, multi-faceted jungle gym,
swings and sandpit in deep shade. There is a large grassed area allowing
the children to run freely and ride their own bikes that can be brought to
school, either on a daily or weekly basis. 
Each morning the garden is set up with equipment that stimulates creative
and interactive play. Water play is offered daily, weather permitting. The
shaded verandah also plays host to a variety of different activities each
day. 
Within the classroom there is a separate bathroom, with child sized toilets
and basins, and personalized towel hooks for each child. Towels are
laundered weekly at school. There are three supervised toilet routines
each morning; however the children are free to use the toilet at any time. 
The classroom is set up with a domestic play corner, blocks, various
construction toys and play trays, a cognitive area with games, puzzles and
books and a creative table for free choice activities.

Introduction
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School Hours
Monday                        8.30 START
Tuesday to Thursday  7.30 START
Friday                           7:00 START
- Every day Early Years finish at 11.30 and need to be collected
from the classroom promptly.
- Monday to Thursday Grade R finish at 12.30
- Friday Grade R finishes at 11.30

Grade R afternoon programme.
For the first 2 weeks of the school year, Grade R children do not
participate in the afternoon programme. This affords them the
opportunity to settle in to the new school year before adding on
extra activities.
Grade R need to be collected at 12.30 for these 2 weeks.
From week 3 Grade R children walk to the boarding house with their
teacher for supervised lunch and then rest in the dormitory. (Parents
are to please supply a bottom sheet, pillow, light blanket or duvet).
At 14:00 one of the classroom assistants collect the children from
rest, assist them to change if they have a swimming lesson and
escort them to their first activity. At 14:45 they are collected and
taken to the afternoon tea table where they are served a piece of
fruit and a drink. The children are then escorted to their next activity,
and at 16:00 they have supervised free play until 17:00 by which
time they need to be collected. Grade R children join the group of
Grade 1 and Grade 2 children for their afternoon programme.
Participation in the afternoon programme for Grade R is optional,
but encouraged. Children can select to stay Monday to Thursday or
specific days. There is no programme on a Friday.
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Children learn through doing and play, so a lot of our activities are
structured for active learning and inquiring to take place. Children are
challenged to think creatively and laterally. Lessons are carefully planned
taking into consideration the needs and interest of the group.  Theme
lessons cover various topics for an extended period, under an umbrella
topic usually, for example “Safari”. Within this theme individual animals are
studied. Previously learnt knowledge is  acknowledged, and children are
taught to compare and assimilate new information. This theme is linked to
our creative activities, where we either work together on a group project,
such as a giant egg box crocodile, or on individual pieces e.g. painting or
collaging lions. There are structured maths lessons each week for both the
Early Years and Grade R. 

Boarding
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Academic Programme
By special arrangement and after consultation  Grade R children may board.



From July the Grade R children commence the NumberSense
programme that runs right through to Grade 7 at Musikili. Grade R
children are taught the initial sounds for the 26 alphabet letters, using the
Jolly Phonics programme, as well as the correct handwriting formation.
They also complete a progressive pre-writing skill programme that covers
all the letter strokes in fun and creative ways. The Grade R programme
introduces children to the first 20 high frequency words and takes them
to the brink of breaking into reading.  The Matal Science programme,
developed in Israel, is taught to all the children. This programme is child
centered and strives to guide the child’s early interactions with the world
around them. It gives the child a sense of belonging to the physical and
social environment and it encourages involvement and responsibility
towards it. Topics covered include colour, linear shapes, 2D and 3D
shapes, our senses, classification, plants and the principles of reuse and
recycling. Story time is part of our daily routine. Children are able to take
home a library book each week, that they select themselves. Grade R
attend a formal library lesson weekly in the school library. During
transition periods in the day, the children are encouraged to sit quietly
and enjoy self-reading.

88



Grade R and Early Years have P.E. lessons. Term 1 and 3 are swimming
terms Grade R attend music, library, art and computer lessons in the main
school complex. They are accompanied by a classroom assistant.

Sports & Lessons

Snacks
Meals are served seated at a table after a bathroom routine and grace.  At
9:00 we serve popcorn and water, and at 10:30 juice and a substantial
snack such as a toasted sandwich, muffin or crunchie. These are prepared
in the boarding house kitchen. No food may be brought to school.
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Communication
Regular Whatsapp messages on the class
broadcast group keep parents abreast of our topics
and what’s happening in the classroom. Parents
will have access to the teacher’s Whatsapp
number.  Early Years children are still young and
easily distressed. Keeping the teacher abreast of
hiccups in your child’s life, such as the death of a
pet etc. goes a long way to helping the child feel
safe, cared for and loved. Drop off is an opportune
time for a quick message, but please don’t initiate
deep conversations at this time. Children are
sensitive to being spoken about.
Please communicate with the teacher should your
lift arrangements change. Your child will not be
permitted to leave with a stranger without your
instruction. Formal Parent consultations are
scheduled each term, and progress reports are
emailed at the end of each term.
The teacher will be available to meet with parents
should the need arise. Parents and teachers need
to work as a team in the best interests of the child.
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Grade R
Grade R children wear the Musikili P.E.
uniform:
Navy shirt, shorts or skort
Sunhat/cap
Track suit for the colder weather
Sandals or sport shoes – non uniform.
Musikili costume, towel and cap in a
separate swimming bag. Goggles are
required

Early Years
Early Years wear practical, well-worn
play clothes 
Cap/sunhat
Easy to put on shoes.
Early years MUST have a full set of
spare clothes in a plastic carrier bag in
their school bag.
Non School costume, towel and cap in
a separate swimming bag. Goggles are
required.
Children arrive and leave in shoes.

Swimming kit is laundered at school
each week and returned home at the
end of the term.

Uniform
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Illness
Please keep your child at home if she or he isn’t
well. It really isn’t fair to pass on germs to others
at this age.  If your child becomes ill during the
school day, the teacher will contact you to collect
them. She will also consult with the school nurse
should this be required.

Birthdays are very special milestones at this age,
and we love to celebrate with each individual
child.  Please discuss a suitable time and day
with me the week prior to your child’s special
day. Birthdays that take place in the holidays, will
be celebrated as well. We invite family members
to come and share the celebration with us. It
usually takes about 30 min. Please can you
provide 1 simple treat such as a cupcake for
each child in the class. No party bags, drinks,
sweets and chips please.

Birthdays



A list of requirements will be issued
/emailed to all parents for the coming
academic year, before school closes
the previous year.
Each child needs a spacious school
bag. This is hung on the personalized
hook on the verandah. Hats are left at
school on these hooks.
Please clearly mark all your child’s
personalized items with their first
name .
The 2 facecloths/hand-towels must
have long loops stitched on, to
facilitate hanging up on the hook easy
for your child.
Stationary items are not individually
marked. Items are pooled and used by
all children.

Requirements

Grade R

Early Years

NB: All items must be
clearly labelled with your
child's first name, and
optional surname.
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Early Years and Grade R - Retractable crayons, paint sets, wax crayons and
glue sticks must not be labelled, as these resources are pooled and used by all
children.

Stationery Requirements

Early Years Grade R
Fat Wax Crayons ( Pack of 9 Colours)
Library Bag - tie top (35cm x 45cm) 
Pritt sticks - large 40g x4
Tissues - box x2

Library Bag - tie top (35cm x 45cm) x2
Pritt sticks - large 40g x6

Tissues - box x2
12 Colour Water Paint Set x1

Wax crayons - retractable/twisties x1
Art apron - an old tee shirt works best x1

 



Where possible, we invite parents or members of the community to
visit our classroom and share their knowledge with us. E.g. For our
Safari theme we would invite a Game Ranger to visit.  Once a year we
take a class trip in a Musikili school bus and spend the day at a local
farm. This is always a great hit.

Stepping out of home and out into the big wide world is a daunting task.
It can be equated for adults to starting work in an unfamiliar large
corporation. Your child needs to feel safe and comfortable in the school
environment, so that he or she can confidently spend the day away from
you, secure in the knowledge that you will be reunited later.

For the first few days, plan to ‘hang around’ for a while until your child is
ready to say goodbye. Never sneak off. You child will be devastated, and
be on high alert each morning from then onward. Help your child to hang
up his or her bag. Shoes may be taken off on arrival and left under their
hook on the verandah. Help guide your child to place it into the correct
basket and to ‘mark themselves present’ by transferring their name card
into a basket. This small action makes them feel included and a part of
the group.

Let your child choose an activity at one of the tables. Sit down alongside
your child and encourage them to get started. When they are
comfortable, give them a quick hug and a kiss and leave quickly.  The
teacher will be there to support you, if need be. We will work as a team.
Please do not say “I’m just going to the school office”. Be honest “I need
to go now, I have shopping to do etc, and I will be back to fetch you at
11:30”.

Outings

Settling into school
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Expect your child to be over emotional the first few days. When collecting,
bring a cold drink and a snack to eat in the car. They will most likely fall
asleep on the way home.
Some children take a while to settle, and then take off. Others breeze into
school, and then in week 2 or 3 they do a double take and are weepy and
resistant. Persevere, they will settle. Don’t bribe them to stay. Be matter
of fact, “You are a school boy now and you need to be at school”.

On the drive home, ask specific questions such as:
What was the story about today?
Who did you play with?
What game did you play?
Vague questions such as:
What did you do at school today? ……. Will get you ….’ I played’!

1616



by Robert Fulghum
 

Most of what I really need
To know about how to live

And what to do and how to be
I learned in kindergarten.

Wisdom was not at the top
Of the graduate school mountain,

But there in the sand-pile at Sunday school.
These are the things I learned:

Share everything.
Play fair.

Don't hit people.
 

Put things back where you found them.
Clean up your own mess.

Don't take things that aren't yours.
Say you're sorry when you hurt somebody.

Wash your hands before you eat.
Flush.

Warm cookies and cold milk are good for you.
Live a balanced life -

Learn some and think some
And draw and paint and sing and dance

And play and work everyday some.
Take a nap every afternoon.

When you go out into the world,
Watch out for traffic,

Hold hands and stick together.
 

Be aware of wonder.

All I Really Need To Know I Learned In Kindergarten




