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Grade 5, 6 and 7 learners has emphasized the importance of school and children attending school. 
To throw another conundrum into the mix, we now have some staff teaching across dual platforms, 
as they strive to meet the needs of learners not yet able to return, with those demanding their 
attention in the classroom.  

It has been commendable to witness the fluid transition to the new normal by our staff over the past 5 
weeks. Re-watching yourself on a video can be daunting, as you quickly realise some of your 
awkward mannerisms, however, there are only so many “take two's” that you can do before time 
becomes a pressing issue!

It is strangely reassuring to witness some of the frustrations that my staff are experiencing. Their 
frustrations are born only through their desire to provide the best possible education to those under 
their care, regardless the circumstances. Not always possible! We are blessed with staff who are 
invested way past the day to day procedures; they are invested in enriching lives. 

The countless scenarios that staff across the world have been exposed to during these uncertain 
times has none the less provided opportunity. Professionals who have seen 'the gap', adjusted and 
adapted, will no doubt emerge from this as more rounded, richer professionals. No teacher, in any 
form of university lecture, was taught how to engage with children from behind a screen, through 
work packs or to teach the same content on dual platforms.  

Not all things in our world are ideal and even though we have received three grades back onto 
campus, we continue to have some teachers still exploring the world of 'on-line' home-based 
learning, as they continue to seek new and interesting ways to engage with their children. The feeling 
of teaching to a soulless class, where instantaneous feedback and collaboration is absent, is one 
that no teacher enjoys. Children bring life to school through their tireless energy and we all feed from 
it. 

As I enjoy the chance to reflect on this past week, welcoming back our 



With all this said, education continues to move forward and as professionals, we need to stay abreast with 
the modern trends and ideas that continue to evolve in the world of education. It is pure chance that Ms Bowa 
has shared an article on reading as part of this week's Newsletter, as it ties in extremely well with my 
message below. 

There are always 'hot' topics that emerge from year to year, however, the importance of reading remains a 
constant. We do need to ensure that WHAT our children read is compelling and sparks an interest to ensure 
that further reading transpires. Mr. Connellan has been tireless in his pursuit to ensure that children read 
modern, relevant and age appropriate literature. 

Teachers can incorporate all types of classroom activities to 
help students view text as intriguing and interesting, including 
sharing dramatic photos or works of art, video clips, poignant 
primary source quotes, or even their own personal 
experiences.

To engage students at all levels, it's not enough for reading text 
to simply be complex. Complex reading text can be boring and 
dry, making it difficult for children to engage. Compelling text, 
on the other hand, draws a student in and gets them excited 
and interested in what they're reading.

“There is only one way to acquire the language of literacy, and that is through literacy 
itself…Complex texts provide school-age learners reliable access to this language, and 

interacting with such texts allows them to discover how academic language works.”

I chose to write on the topic of literacy as it has been made 
abundantly clear to me that so many of our children who have 
recently returned to school, have made little effort to discover 
the wonders of reading while at home. I appeal to all our 
parents, especially those whose children are still at home, to 
encourage this aspect of learning. All children enter a 
classroom with powerful cognitive, linguistic and cultural 
assets. It is how we afford our children to develop these assets 
between home and school, that ultimately provides our children 
with the springboard to accelerated learning and allows the 
focus to be on strengths, rather than perceived weaknesses. 

In developing our children's reading, which is a key element 
to life-long learning, we are able to 'scaffold' up. All children 
will have different entry points, however, if we can work 
together to ensure basic levels are established, we are able 
to provide the strategic support (scaffold up) that is required 
to reach higher expectations, rather than watering down or 
reducing expectation levels. 

Have a wonderful week, we certainly have enjoyed having our seniors back on campus and it will be a 
strange feeling seeing them go on Friday again! 

Spend time with your child and read something that allows fantasy and imagination to run wild. Let them 
read, identify and discuss some of the 'big' words. I have never been a great reader, however, some of my 
fondest moments have occurred while being caught up in the world of fiction.  I am grateful that my 
parents found the time to read to me and introduce me to some of the all-time great pieces of children's 
literature and that I am now able to share these stories again, with my children. Let's not miss out on the 
small things – we only have one shot at it! 



As parents, you already know how important it is to read with your child from an early age.  Studies show that if 
you read to your children or encourage them to read for at least 20 minutes a day, they will hear approximately 
1.8 million words a year and score better than 90% of their peers on standardized tests. Students who read 
regularly and widely perform better on all school-based measures of success.   They are also more creative and 
imaginative.  

Most of us need to rediscover or reignite our love for reading.  According to the Centre for Research into 
Reading,  almost a third of adults are lapsed readers who have not read since leaving formal education.  Half of 
them cite lack of time as the reason they do not read, or do not read more frequently.   Statistics show that 42% 
of US graduates never read another book after college and 70% of adults have not been in a bookstore in the last 
5 years.  Reading can feel like a chore, sometimes it is not easy, but if you stick with it the bene�its of reading are 
truly endless.  

Reading makes “cents” and can overcome the barriers of poverty.   A child who develops strong reading skills is 
very unlikely to live in poverty as an adult. In fact, if a child loves books and reads often, it does more to give him 
a head start in life than if his parents are well educated and have good jobs. For every year that students read 20 
minutes a day/5 days a week, lifetime earning potential goes up considerably.  

In our fast-paced world, you need to be always learning. While reading for your 
personal growth and development is a must, reading for pleasure is just as valuable. 
Those who read for pleasure have higher levels of self-esteem and an increased 
ability to cope with dif�icult situations. Readers �ind it easier to make decisions, plan 
and prioritise. They feel closer to their friends and their community.   On a very 
basic level, readers know more about the world and have a greater awareness of 
other cultures and social issues.  

Some of the bene�its of reading for adults include mental stimulation (which can 
prevent Alzheimer’s and Dementia), stress reduction, improved memory, 
vocabulary expansion, improved communication skills, critical thinking, better 
sleep, focus, concentration and the list goes on.  

Reading makes you a better person because you become more caring and empathetic. People who read are 
more willing to engage with strangers and �ind it easier to start conversations with them; they also experience 
a greater enjoyment of these interactions. Readers feel more part of the wider human community and are more 
likely to get greater pleasure out of their social life.  

The best way to encourage your child to be a reader is 
to be one yourself! I am terribly embarrassed to admit 
that I have not read a book from start to �inish this 
year. If you are like me, why not take the 10-Day 
Reading Challenge with me? Simply choose a book, set 
the timer on your phone and promise to read for 20 
minutes every day for 10 days. For more inspiration, 
see Brian’s story... 
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A �inal tip for those of you embarking on this challenge: neuroscience research shows that paper-based 
content is better connected to memory in the brain, so buy paper books. In addition, if you want to sleep well, 
avoid e-books as lights from electronic devices suppress melatonin.  

Brian (44) had lost his reading con�idence having spent the last few years busy raising his two children and 
renovating his house. When he tried to read again, he found himself unable to absorb what he was reading. 
Through carving out 20 minutes a day to read, Brian has felt inspired to read with his children again and has 
felt motivated and empowered to discuss and develop a new business idea with a friend. Taking up reading 
again has also helped Brian relate to those around him, and sparked conversations between him and his wife 
about the book he is reading.   

He was part of a group of 20 non-readers who were recruited to take  part in a qualitative study. They were 
asked to read every day for 10 days and keep a diary recording their experience.  
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A very warm welcome to our new 
student Robbie who has joined our 

Grade 6 class.  We hope that you are 
settling in well and making new friends..

COPING DURING COVID

  

School communities around  the world are facing 
unprecedented changes due to coronavirus (COVID-19).

Through the challenges we may face over the coming 
weeks and months it’s important to help students feel a 

sense of security and well being and we are committed to 
providing a safe and supportive learning environment for 

them at all times. 
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Congratulations
to Craig & Ingrid Connellan

on the news of your pregnancy!
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