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We have now completed our 3rd week of 

our 2020 academic year and I believe it is fair to say that we no longer 

have any ‘new’ children at Musikili.  Everyone appears to have 

acclimatised to their surroundings and the campus is again, alive with 

activity.  It always takes a while to adjust for both staff and children and 

for the reality to set in, that our past year’s Grade 7s have moved on and 

that the current children appear to be smaller and quieter…give it time! 

Having said this, it is always wonderful to be kept abreast with what our 

Old Musikilians have been up to. I am delighted to report, that bar a few 

early year jitters our 2019 Grade 7s, are not only adapting to their new 

schools, but making an impact as well.  I was fortunate to be kept up to 

date by an Old Musikilian parent last weekend, as I received further 

news of Old Musikilians making a difference on the sports field. Stuart 

Carr, Oliver Snart and Jake Coventry were all major contributors in an 

excellent victory for the U15A St Andrew’s College cricket team, against 

Paul Roos. Stuart Carr contributed with 3 wickets for 37 runs, while 

Oliver Snart (87) and Jake Coventry (57*), both scored excellent 50s, 

guiding their team from a precarious position, to one of victory. Well 

done, gentlemen.  



“Dads vs Lads and Moms vs Girls” was the title of our past 

Saturday’s sporting activities. It would have read more  

accurately as, “Family and extended family sport”. 

Two of our senior tennis girls accompany the boys to Falcon, 

to participate in the Falcon Tennis Festival. This festival 

provides an opportunity for the top 2 players from  

participating schools to rally against one another over the 

two days. I am delighted that we are extending this exposure 

to our girls and hope to enjoy further festivals, where our 

girls can engage in competitive tennis.

Our U11 and U13 cricket teams participated in a wonderful 

morning of sport, where many valuable lessons were learnt, 

most importantly etiquette and sportsmanship. A huge vote 

of thanks to all those family members who made themselves 

available to ensure the success of the day. 

This weekend we host the ISAZ Cross Country event for 

children aged 9 and Under through to the U18 age group. 

Musikili offers a fast, flat track that should produce some 

keenly contested events. We wish our 30 athletes all the best 

as they pit themselves against our fellow ISAZ schools. Our 1 

st XI cricket team depart for Falcon next week, to participate 

in the Falcon Cricket Festival. The format is fast and will keep 

our players on their toes, if they are to prove to be 

competitive. 10 over a-side games reward teams that take 

their opportunities in the field, capitalise on poor bowling 

and display excellent game  awareness. We wish all our boys 

the best of luck for this exciting weekend of cricket.  



Rich

This year we will have various staff contributing to our 

Newsletter, to allow the broader community to share in 

their philosophies, as well as learn more about what 

Musikili is striving to achieve in our various departments, 

from the “horses mouth”. 

We are now into our 2nd year of Number Sense and the 

children are responding well to the new developments. 

Teachers facilitating classes in ability groups, is 

developing a more collaborative approach towards 

Math, aiming to ensure that no child gets left behind. 

Great emphasis is being placed on  understanding 

mathematical concepts, as opposed to learning 

mechanical methods. To add to this enrichment, we have 

launched an IT based mathematical programme called 

Matific. 

Mrs. Kelly is our first contributor this week and I thank 

her for her article on “common sense”. It is a phrase that 

I hear Mrs. Jackson using quite frequently at home, so it 

was a pleasant read…

Kind regards

Math teachers have now timetabled a Matific lesson, 

where children engage in the various game-based 

activities to aid in developing their mental math’s skills.

Have an incredible week and to those travelling with our 

children to Falcon, be safe and thank you for your 

endless support.



In other words, common sense will tell us to check for oncoming 

vehicles before we cross the road, to ensure we have enough money in 

the bank (let alone in savings) before we buy that next unnecessary item, 

to make sure we have the right equipment with us before we turn up for 

the sports' practice and to read communication so that we know what's 

going on.  

Common sense tells me that I should think twice before unleashing my 

frustration on a traffic officer, or sending a text in the heat of the 

moment; it tells me I should end a conversation when people are leaning 

away from me or resisting eye contact and that doing the Triathlon 

without any training won't be a prudent decision. 

TO COMMON SENSE? - Jo Kelly
Common sense is defined by Merriam-Webster as, “Sound and prudent 

judgment based on a simple perception of the situation or facts.” Thus, 

“common sense” equates to the knowledge and experience which most 

people already have, or which the person using the term believes that 

they do or should have. The Cambridge Dictionary defines it as, “The 

basic level of practical knowledge and judgment that we all need to help 

us live in a reasonable and safe way”. 

(if not more so, when it really counts). Thomas Edison said, "The three 

great essentials to achieve anything worthwhile are: hard work, stick-to-

itiveness, and common sense." In today's world though, we see many 

people just not capable of thinking or doing things for themselves. We 

need to be raising our children with the ability to think for themselves 

and problem solve sensibly when an answer or outcome is not easily 

apparent.

So, while it's essential to cultivate intelligence, being aware and 

prepared are equally as important 

WHAT HAS HAPPENED 



The following obituary was published in the London Times by Lori Borgman in 1998. As it is 
so very thought provoking, and just as applicable to 2020, I feel compelled to share it:

Today we mourn the passing of a beloved old friend, Common Sense, who has been with 
us for many years. No one knows for sure how old he was, since his birth records were long 
ago lost in bureaucratic red tape. 

He will be remembered as having cultivated such valuable lessons as:

Common Sense lived by simple, sound financial policies (don't spend more than you can 
earn) and reliable strategies (adults, not children, are in charge).  His health began to 
deteriorate rapidly when well-intentioned but overbearing regulations were set in place. 
Reports of a 6-year-old boy charged with sexual harassment for kissing a classmate; teens 
suspended from school for using mouthwash after lunch; and a teacher fired for 
reprimanding an unruly student, only worsened his condition.

 - Knowing when to come in out of the rain    - Why the early bird gets the worm

Common Sense lost ground when parents attacked teachers for doing the job that they 
themselves had failed to do in disciplining their unruly children. It declined even further 
when schools were required to get parental consent to administer sun lotion or an aspirin 
to a student; but could not inform parents when a student became pregnant and wanted 
to have an abortion.

- Life isn't always fair    - And maybe it was my fault. 

- Pay me for Doing Nothing

As we reflect on the witty, yet poignant article above, let's make a concerted effort to 
cultivate and applaud common sense and to model it in our daily lives. 

Not many attended his funeral because so few realised he was gone.

He is survived by his 5 stepbrothers:

Common Sense lost the will to live as the churches became businesses; and criminals 
received better treatment than their victims.  

Common Sense took a beating when you couldn't defend yourself from a burglar in your 
own home and the burglar could sue you for assault.

- I Know My Rights  - I Want It Now  - Someone Else Is To Blame   - I'm A Victim

Common Sense finally gave up the will to live, after a woman failed to realize that a 
steaming cup of coffee was hot. She spilled a little in her lap, and was promptly awarded a 
huge settlement.

Common Sense was preceded in death: 
-by his parents, Truth and Trust, -by his wife, Discretion, -by his daughter, responsibility,
-and by his son, Reason.



Junior Phase IT

IT is a very popular area of the curriculum with the 

children. In the Junior Phase we will be working on basic 

computer literacy with the aim of developing confident, 

adept and independent IT users. Grade R will be 

working on mouse control, letter recognition and 

keyboard literacy. Grade 1 to 3 will develop typing, 

word processing, presentation, drawing and painting 

skills. They will also be taught how to use the internet 

for research as well as the importance of online safety. 

All the children will be able to access a number of 

programmes on the computer which will enhance 

learning across the curriculum through fun and 

engaging games-based learning activities.



7th 100m freestyle

2nd 100m butterfly 
2nd 100m breaststroke 

3rd 200m backstroke 

5th 50m freestyle

2nd 200m IM 

4th 200m freestyle

We are all very proud of Jodi. She recently swam at the ZASU 

gala last weekend and did so well! Here are her results:

From all of us at Musikili Primary School..
have a fantastic week ahead...
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