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I dreamt of travelling to a new international destination with family. I had entered, paid for and began my 
preparations for a debut appearance in the Comrades Marathon. I was convinced I would achieve these goals, 
only to have them swept away from in front of me. We live life along the edge of cliff, however, we set goals and 
focus our attention towards the path that leads us to what we wish to and need to achieve. We don’t notice the 
cliff. Now that uncertainty has grasped our attention, revealing the cliff, we have naturally panicked.

Nothing in reality has changed. Now that we have noticed the cliff, how do we return our attention to the 
path ahead? How can we be certain now, that we have recognised the uncertainty? 

Our Grade 5,6 and 7 learners have all enjoyed a wonderful 3 weeks at school and have benefitted enormously 
from being back into familiar routines, social interactions and extra-curricular activities.

In truly need to pinch myself when I look at the year calendar and take note of how far along we are in 2020 
already. As always, we started the year with great enthusiasm and endless hope for what lay ahead. No one 
was able to forecast what would follow and the uncertainty that the events of 2020 have caused, not only those 
associated with Covid -19. When life’s storms roar, sometimes it can seem that the only certainty is 
uncertainty.

So many of our conversations of late involve a sense of uncertainty. Multiple times a day I hear the words, 
“everything is just so uncertain” being muttered. In fact, people seem to be too focused on the uncertainty of 
the future. It is important to take a moment and remind ourselves that the future has always been uncertain. 
The reality is that we never know what is going to happen tomorrow. We just think we do! On the stroke of New 
Year’s Day, I am sure many of you felt certain of what your year
ahead would look like today. Well, you were wrong. 

Dear Parents and Friends of Musikili

Mindy Neel, a certified life coach, shares with us some of the things we can be certain of:

-  We can be certain about how we show up in this world.

    way we wanted to. We are human and we are doing our best.

    It does not need to be a problem.
-  We can be certain that when our children do complain and argue, 

-  We can be certain that we will offer ourselves grace when we do not show up the 

   we can choose how we are going to respond. We can be calm – when they are not.
-  We can be certain that we will get upset with our partners and 

-  We can be certain in how we face adversity.

-  We can be certain about the way we love those around us.
-  We can be certain to use this time to learn, grow and

-  We can be certain that our children are going to complain and argue. 

    become the next version of ourselves.

-  We can be certain of who we are.

-  We can be certain that we are going to be fine, we always are. We always figure it out.

   short tempered with our children at times. That is okay.



We have had to review our Term 2 calendar for specific events, in preparation for a ‘back to school as 
normal’ from after half term. We have made the following amendments and additions to our 
Term 2 Calendar:

7. Grade 7 Chongwe Trip 1 st – 6 th August

Control the controllables and be prepared to adapt to the uncontrollables.

8. Golf Day has been moved to the 3rd Term (TBC)

4. IH Cross Country 30 th July (Afternoon)
5. IH Athletics 31 st July (Morning)

It is imperative for our children to have events and special occasions to work towards, look forward to and 
enjoy success from during their time with us. We believe that the latter part of Term 2 will provide for such 
opportunity, if all things go according to plan.

The uncertainty of life will always be a part of it. It will always be there. However, there is so much more 
certainty. BE CERTAIN. 

I write this letter, having confirmed a meeting with the MOE tomorrow, to discuss a return to school date 
for all our learners. I write now in uncertainty of what tomorrow may bring, but at school we are prepared 
for whatever outcome may be revealed and our staff are committed to the journey ahead. There is no 
doubt, that school is only a fraction of what it should be without ALL of our children being a part of life on
campus. We will get through this, however, we pray for a return to normality so that relationships can be 
renewed, intimate connections made and lifelong learning can take place.

1. Parent Teacher Consultations 15 th -17 th July
2. No Buses on 17 th July

6. No Buses 31 st July

3. PJ Day and Polar Bear Swim 30 th July

Have a splendid half term break – we look forward to welcoming 
back well rested children, eager to embrace all that is on offer at 
Musikili. I wish my staff all the best for a most welcome and 
deserved half term break. I truly applaud them all for their 
incredible attitudes and commitment to all things Musikili.

Mr. Selemani has an opportunity to share with us in this week’s 
Newsletter and I thank her for her input. She has been a valuable 
addition to our family and I know she is desperately keen to enjoy 
time with her Grade 1 class again.

“Control �e contro�ables and be prepared to 

adapt to �e uncontro�ables...”



                                                                                          - Moira Selemani
Power of Parental Involvement in Children’s Education   

Have you ever wondered why teachers and different Educational practitioners keep encouraging you to 
be more involved in your child’s Education? Let’s have a look.  

Parental involvement can be encouraged by giving parents resources, inviting them to activities, and 
helping them monitor their children’s progress. Parents can also partner in setting goals for their children, 
which can also help in ways to strengthen the classroom. When parents are engaged in the learning 
process, school communities are all the more enriched for it. The ongoing Covid 19 pandemic has given a
platform for many families to get more involved in their children’s work.

“Family time has taken on a new meaning, as parents have needed to become actively involved in their 
child’s education. Through this time, we are privileged to get a first-hand experience of how our child 
learns. We get an in depth look at what causes anxiety, where concentration is lost, what sparks an 
interest? With these findings, so too do the countless school reports start to bear even more meaning to 
us” (Richard Jackson), 2020.

Most have understood the importance and benefits. Home learning has created more collaboration 
between teachers and parents.  

What is Parent Engagement? 
According to experts, the definition of parent engagement is 
parents and teachers sharing a responsibility to help their 
children learn and meet educational goals. Parent engagement 
happens when teachers involve parents in school meetings or 
events, and parents volunteer their support at home and at 
school. In this way, they make a commitment. Parents commit to 
prioritizing their child’s educational goals, and teachers commit 
to listening and providing a space for collaboration with parents.

It helps to think of parent involvement as the first step to parent 
engagement. While teachers can advise parents on some 
things, parents also have important information about their child 
that teachers might not know. Both can bring perspectives to the 
table that enrich a student’s learning experience. Neither is 
complete without the other.

Why Parent Involvement is Important: 
It is very important for parents to get more involved with 
children’s work. One way of attaining this is by 
interacting with your child’s class teacher. If a parent-
teacher relationship wasn’t established early in the 
year, parents also may not know whether they’re 
welcome at school or not. Fortunate enough, Musikili 
Primary School holds its meet and greet the teacher 
earlier in the term. This is a wonderful platform for 
parents and teachers to get to know each other, and 
share expectations in the classroom and at home.  
Involvement Fosters Academic Achievement. 
Countless studies have found that children perform 
better in school when their parents are involved with 
their schoolwork. 



Here are some amazing Benefits of Parental involvements in Children’s Education:

Compared to students whose parents are uninvolved, Children with involved parents get better grades and 
are thought more highly of by teachers. These effects remain in the future, even if parents become less 
involved as the child ages. Parent involvement in school-based activities seems to have the greatest effect 
on childrens grades, but home-based parent involvement also plays at least some role. 

Children whose parents  are involved with their schoolwork attend school more 
regularly than children whose parents are uninvolved. This probably occurs for 
a number of reasons. For one, parents who are involved typically value school 
highly and encourage consistent attendance. Secondly, parent involvement 
improves children’s attitudes about school, making school attendance more 
desirable.  

Children with Involved Parents Have Better Behaviour. 

Parent Involvement Improves Social Functioning. 
Parent involvement in education also aids children’s social functioning.   In 
particular, Children with involved parents have better peer interactions than 
children with uninvolved parents. Their social skills also seem to be more 
advanced.  Students aren’t the only ones who benefit from family engagement: 
parents and teachers do, too. Teachers can prepare parents to help with 
homework or academic concepts. And engaged parents tend to think highly of 
teachers, which improves teacher morale. Knowing more about a student’s 
family life can also help teachers prepare lessons that better fit that student’s 
needs or interact more efficiently with families. And because students receive 
more support, classrooms with engaged parents perform better as a whole. 
When parents and teachers team up, everyone wins!  

Attendance Improves.

Behaviour issues often begin to appear during the tween years, especially as 
children’s cognitive development leads them toward risk-taking. Thankfully, 
parental attention can help to head off many of these behaviour issues. For 
instance, children with involved parents have lower rates of substance use and 
delinquent acts compared to children whose parents are uninvolved. In 
addition, children behave better and less aggressively in the classroom when 
their parents are involved with their education. 

How to Increase Parent Engagement: 
Demonstrate a positive view of education at home. 
Parental school involvement does not only occur inside the schools. It is also about communicating your 
larger values and attitudes regarding education and the hopes, dreams, and expectations you hold for your 
children.  Communicating these values motivates young people to be persistent when faced with 
challenging educational tasks. 

Let your children know you think education is important and that homework is a priority. Set aside a special 
place to study and establish a regular time for homework. Help your child stay organized, ask about daily 
assignments, and monitor their work. Always remember to notice and praise effort.

Helping your children develop a love of reading is the single most important thing you can do to help them 
succeed in school and in life. Show them the importance of lifelong learning by reading books on your own. 
Even better, read the same book with them. Taking it one step further, discuss the book together afterwards! 
Help manage the homework process. 

It’s never too late to get involved in your child’s school work. Simply be there and make the time. Your child 
will feel more loved and will always strive to do his or her best. You will also definitely be one person that your
child looks up to because they know you are with them all the way.

Encourage reading. 



Gymnastics 

don’t bend too much
perfection

by Joice Mandozana

flex your bones

Gymnastics
difficult, fun

Goat 

chewing table legs

Goat

aggressive, yet very cute

by Samantha Middleton

oddbod

always hungry

Hyena 

prey on carcasses
dangerous, spotted

fierce

by Christopher Thomas

scary beasts of Africa

Hyena

Grade 6 Cinquain Poems

Lionel Messi 

the golden boot

legend

by Lubomba Mwiinga

Messi
quick feet

King of the pitch

Giraffe 
by Tristan van der Merwe

majestic creature
beast of Africa

sky scraper of nature

Giraffe

elegant



Grade 5 

Mayan Menus & Book Reports

What did the Ancient Mayans eat? 
Over the past two weeks the Grade 5s have been learning about 
the ancient Central American civilization known as the Mayans. 
While exploring their farming methods and what they ate, the boys 
and girls had great fun putting their creative talents to use by 
designing “Mayan Menus”. They had to create a menu for a feast, 
including starters, main courses, desserts and drinks. The 
challenge was to come up a variety of tasty dishes, using only 
limited food available to the Mayan civilization. With options such 
as tamales, pozole (maize porridge), tortillas, cacao beans and 
even iguana on the menu, the end result was an array of 
wonderfully imaginative and quirky menus!

Because of Winn-Dixie
Because of Winn-Dixie, by Kate DiCamillo, is a wonderful novel 
that centers around a 10-year-old little girl and the stray dog that 
changes her life. The Grace 5 class thoroughly enjoyed reading 
this charming story full of quirky characters and sweet 
friendships. The book enabled the class to focus on a range of 
language, writing and comprehension techniques in their English 
lessons, and when complete they put together “Because of 
Winn-Dixie Book Reports”. 
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